Use “The Scene” to introduce “Did Jesus Really Rise from the Dead?” the Young Teen Sunday school lesson
for April 9, 2017. The lesson is found on page 37 of Young Teen Teacher.

In 1955, a writer in Variety Magazine said of rock-and-roll that it would be “gone by June.” In 1883, Lord
Kelvin predicted that X-rays would be proven to be a hoax. Shortly after the Boeing company had
completed work on a twin-engine plane that only held 10 passengers, one of the engineers said that there
would “never be a bigger plane built.” In a rare moment of making a wrong conclusion, one famous
scientist said in 1932, “There is not the slightest indication that nuclear energy will ever be obtainable.”
Who was the scientist? Albert Einstein.
People make predictions based on all kinds of information—what research is available, data gathered
from customers, studies about human psychology, and experimental results. But when trying to see into
the future, what is available and understandable in the present is not always the best guide. If some people
had trusted only the information available and not had faith, there might be no Xerox corporation, Ford
Motor Company, televisions, or Mrs. Fields Cookies, and the Harry Potter series might never have
become a publishing success.
Who would you trust when it comes to predicting the future? I mean, if even Albert Einstein got it wrong
sometimes, then who would ever get it right?

As students arrive, give each of them a copy of the above article to read. Then discuss it in this way:
Have you ever tried to predict what would happen? What did you predict and did it come true?
Have you ever trusted someone else’s prediction? Has someone you know ever claimed to be sure
something would occur and then that something didn’t happen? What did you think about that?
Did it change how you felt about that person?
Jesus told about what would happen after His death, but the disciples seemed not to understand
what He said. Why do you think they didn’t believe Jesus’ prediction? Put yourself in their
sandals—would you have believed that Jesus was really going to rise from the dead?
When people try predicting the future, they often get it wrong. Today we’re going to think about
Jesus—who never got it wrong—and how He rose from the dead just like He promised.
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